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Bragança, a population of approximately 87,000 inhabitants, is an old urban center  with 
obvious health, environmental and life quality problems related to the lack of an  appropriate 
water supply system.The sanitation company of the State, which provides the  water supply, 
dams up the water of the Chumucui creek, and then it undergoes a treatment  process before 
the distribution for the community. In spite of this, some households use this water only for 
washing. For the drinking and cooking the needy population go for alternatives  such us the 
shallow pits, Amazonas type, from which the water is frequently unsuitable for the  
consumption due to high nitrate contents and the presence of pathogenic microorganisms. It 
is common procedure the drilling of shallow water wells which produce water of higher  
chemical and physico-chemical quality. They are, however, drilled by non-technical personal  
lacking knowledge of the hydrological characteristics of the aquifers. This results in cases of  
contamination and misuse of the groundwater reserves. Alternatively, it is suggested for the  
water supply of Bragança, the drilling of deeper wells, of approximately 120 m, that would  
pump water stored in the rocks of the Barreiras Group, in accordance with the national  
technical norms. 


